The D&H Boston Express 
By S. Robert Powell 


The first mention of the D&H Boston Express that we have discovered is in 
article titled “A New Passenger Train” that was published in the March 14, 1890 
issue of the Carbondale Leader on page 4. Therein, we read: 

“A new time table will go into effect next Monday [March 17, 1890] on the 
Delaware and Hudson road, in which the Company has made one of the most 
enterprising moves in years. It is the addition of a night train south [the Boston 
Express] the need of which has long been felt all through the [Lackawanna] valley, 
and which will undoubtedly pay the company well eventually, if not immediately. 
The train starts at Nineveh at 8.35 p.m., arrives at Jefferson Junction at 9.25, Forest 
City at 10.35, Carbondale at 10.50, Jermyn at 11.00 and Archbald at 11.05, 
reaching Scranton at 11.35 and arriving at its destination, Wilkes-Barre, at 12.25 
a.m. This arrangement will make a fine route from Boston through to Wilkes-Barre 
with splendid connections, the A. & S. train leaving Albany at 4 p.m., connecting 
with this train.” 

This new train, the Boston Express, the Carbondale Leader noted, will 
especially benefit the city of Carbondale in that it will make it possible for visitors 
from south of Carbondale to make evening visits to friends in Carbondale and “to 
get home in quite seasonable time for bed.” In that same article in the Carbondale 
Leader, we read: 

“Tt [the Boston Express] will especially benefit Carbondale since it will give 
persons down the valley an opportunity to spend the evening here and to return 
home the same night. It will bring many parties from Archbald, Jermyn and 
Mayville to this city, and other pleasure parties which have heretofore been obliged 
to stay away or stay over night--and they generally stayed away--can now visit 
their friends here, enjoy a long call and get home in quite seasonable time for bed.” 

The arrival and departure times of the Boston Express in traveling north 
from Scranton to Nineveh are given in a time table that was published in the June 
12, 1890, p. 3 issue of the Carbondale Leader, as follows: 

“A train known as the Boston Express will leave Scranton at 2:17 p.m., 
arriving at Carbondale at 3:05; leave at 3:13 arriving at Nineveh at 5:18, stopping 
at all stations on the Jefferson Branch.” 

The Boston Express, like the Saratoga Express, was running in 1892. In the 
timetable that went into effect on May 29, 1892, we read: 

“A train known as the Boston Express will leave Scranton at 2.17 p.m., 
arriving at Carbondale at 3.00; leave at 3.05 arriving at Nineveh at 5.00, stopping 
at all stations on the Jefferson branch. Saratoga express leaves Carbondale for 


Saratoga, Albany and the north at 6.25 a.m.; arrive at Carbondale from Albany and 
Saratoga at 4.10 p.m. and 10.48 p.m., stopping at all stations on the Jefferson 
branch.” 

We have not yet learned when the Boston Express was discontinued. 

One final note about passenger service to and from Carbondale that we have 
learned from the May 29, 1892 D&H timetable: Between Carbondale and 
Scranton, there were at the time, remarkably, thirteen daily trains, up and down the 
Lackawanna Valley. 

On that route, in later years, ran what Railway Age called “the fastest local 
train in the United States.” David B. Robbins was the conductor on that train, D&H 
No. 502, which left Carbondale for Scranton at 5:30 A.M. and made the seventeen- 
mile run in 35 minutes, with eight stops to discharge and receive passengers. 

Robbins, who retired on January 27, 1931, after 66 years of service (the 
longest period of service on the D&H records to that date), was born in Prompton, 
PA. He began his railroad career as a switchtender on the Gravity Railroad on 
September 27, 1853. He entered steam service on March 18, 1874, as trainman 
between Carbondale and Mill Creek/Hudson. On November 21, 1877, he became a 
conductor, and in the years that followed he at one time or another held every 
conductor’s position on the Pennsylvania Division. 
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